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AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R § 1.111 Q600S8 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 , (currently amended): A data controller comprising: 

first data control mean s, including packet tnmsmission-recePTion m eans, which is tehe 
connected to a host, a printer, and a scanne r, wherien the first data control means is for 
transmitting and receiving packets to and from the host, printer, and sc anner so that a pluraltiy 
of logical channels are established at least between the host and the prin ter, wherien the first data 
control means is further for controlling transfer of data between the host and the printer and 
transfer of data between the scanner and the host; and 

second data control mean s, including an ima ge data reception section for 
receiving reoding an original image read b v the scanner without an intervention of the host and 
the packet transmission-reception means, and a conversion-to-co mmand section for converting 
the original image into data that can be interpreted by the printer? and transmitting the converted 
data to the printe rwithout intervention of the packet transmissio n-reception means, 

wherein said first data control means can transfer print data from the host to the printer by 
through the packet transmission-reception means a H alurglirv of lofiioal channels for causing the 
printer to execute normal print, and the printer can be caused to print the converted data 
transmitted bv the conversion-to-command section without an intervention of the packet 
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transmission-reception means b v said s e cond data control m e ans via normal communication , 
thereby providing a similar copy to the original image, the plurality of logical channels and th e 
normal oommunioation allowing for the data controller to respond to a plurality of requests 
simultaneousl y, wh e r e in th e plurality of logioal chann e ls ar e assign e d to ono signal lin e. 

2. (canceled). 

3. (canceled), 

4. (currently amended): A data controller to be connected to a host, a printer, and a 
scanner, said data controller having (i) a data flow control function for controlling transfer of 
data between the host and the printer and transfer of data between the scanner and the host using 
a plurality of logical channels, and (ii) an image data read and conversion function for reading 
image data by the scanner without an intervention of the host, converting the image data into 
data that can be interpreted by the printer, and transmitting the converted data to the printer using 
normal communication for printing a similar copy to an original image as a local copy, the 
plurality of logical channels and the normal communication allowing for the data controller to 
respond to a plurality of requests simultaneously, and obtaining a status during a copying 
process, 

said data controller comprising: 
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means for receiving a packet of the image data read from the scanner, transmitting the 
packet to the host, and transmitting packet data received from the host for controlling the scanner 
to the scanner; 

status retention means for inputting and retaining a packet indicating arthe_status of the 
printer from the printer; 

means being responsive to an inquiry about the status of the printer from the host for 
receiving the packet indicating the status from said status retention means and transmitting the 
packet to the host and transmitting packet data received from the host for controlling the printer 
to the printer; and 

conversion-to-command means for converting image information input from the scanner 
without the intervention of the host into a command that can be interpreted by the printer. 

5. (original): A data controller according to claim 4, wherein said status retention 
means inputs and retains the printer status from the printer periodically. 

6. (original): A data controller according to claim 4, further comprising data flow 
regulation means for asynchronously regulating data flow between the host and the printer, data 
flow between the scanner and the host, and data flow between the scanner and the printer. 

7. (original): A data controller according to claim 4, further comprising a local copy 
start switch for making it possible to manually start a local copy. 
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8. (original): A data controller according to claim 4, wherein said data controller is 
connectable to a scanner for reading a color original image and outputting YMCK binary image 
data. 

9. (currently amended): A printer for receiving print data from a host and printing 
the print data and also printing an original image input through image read means contained in 
said printer, said printer comprising: 

a data reception section; 

an interpretation section that can interpret a command proper to said printer, and 
an interface unit comprising: (i) packet transmission-reception m eans connected to the 
host the data transmission-reception section, and the scanner, for transm itting and receiving 
packets to and from the host the data transmission-recept ion section, and the scanner, so that a 
plurality of logical channels can eb established at least between the hos t and the data reception 
section. (ifl data flow control means for controlling transfer of data between the host and said 
data reception section and transfer of data between the image read means and the host using a 
plurality of logical channels, fiit> an image data reception section for receivin g image data read 
bv the image read means without an intervention of the host and the pac ket transmission- 
reception means, and (ivii) image data road and conversion means for converting thejmage data 
irnri frrm th" imnc a ™«™r mithnnt nn intnTvontinn nf th e hostreceived bv the image data 
reception section into a command that can be interpreted by said interpretation section and 
sending the converted command to said data reception sectio n using normal communication, the 
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plurality of logical channels and the normal communication allowing for the printer to respond to 
a plurality of requests simultaneousl y, and th e plurality ofohonnolo QGoign e d to on e signal lin e, 

wherein the print data from the host is received at said data reception section through the 
packet transmission-reception means u nder a control of the data flow control means and is 
interpreted by said interpretation section, then is expanded into image data and the image data is 
printed, and 

wherein the command converted by the image data read and conversion means is 
received at said data reception section without an intervention of the packet transmission- 
reception means and is interpreted by said interpretation section, thereby expanding into the 
same image data as the image data and printing the image data, whereby a copy of the original 
image input through the image read means can be produced. 

10. (cancelled). 
1L (cancelled). 

12. (currently amended): A print system comprising: 

packet transmission-reception means, connected to a host com puter, a printer, and a 
scanner, for transmitting and receiving packets to and from the host comp uter, the printer, and 
the scanner, so that a plurality of logical channels can be established be tween the host computer 
and the printer and between the host computer and the scanners plurality of logical chann e ls, 
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whoroin data flow botwoen at loast a host computer and a print e r and data flow botwoon th e host 
computer and a scann e r are oontrollod oeporat e ly using a plurality of ooid logioal chann e ls, and 

a data reception section foT receiving data obtained bv the scanner witho ut intervention of 
the host computer and the packet transmission-reception means: and 

a convcrsion-to-command section for converting the data received bv the data reception 
section into data that can be interpreted bv the printer and transmittin g the converted data to the 
printer without an intervention of the packet transmission-reception means, 

wherein data flow botwoon th e coonner and print e r is oontrollod uoing normal 
communication, the plurality of logical channels and th e normal communiootion ollowing a llow 
for the print system to respond to a plurality of requests simultaneousl y, and tho plurality of 
logical channel o aooignod to on e signal line , 

13. (currently amended): A data controller to be connected to a host, a printer, and a 
scanner, said data controller having (i) a data flow control function for controlling transfer of 
data between the host and the printer and transfer of data between the scanner and the hostusing 
a plurality of logical channels , and (ii) an image data read and conversion function for reading 
image data by the scanner without an intervention of the host, converting the image data into 
data that can be interpreted by a first interpretation section of the printer, and transmitting the 
converted data to the printer for printing a similar copy to an original image as a local copy, 
wherein the data controller responds to a plurality of requests simultaneo usly and obtains a status 
during a copying process; 
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said data controller comprising: 

a second interpretation section having an interpretation capability similar to that of the 
first interpretation section of the printer, 

wherein, when the similar copy to the original image is printed as the local copy, said 
second interpretation section interprets a command issued from the host to the printer, and 
predetermined necessary operation is executed instead of the printer in response to an 
interpretation result from the second interpretation section . 

14. (original) A data controller according to claim 13, wherein at least the data 
transfer between the host and the printer and the data transfer between the scanner and the host 
are executed by packet communications. 

15. (original): A data controller according to claim 13, wherein if the command is 
determined a status request from the host as the interpretation result of said second interpretation 
section, the predetermined necessary operation is to read the status from the printer and transmit 
the read status to the host as a packet. 

1 6. (currently amended): A data controller to be connected to a host, a printer, and a 
scanner, said data controller having (i) a data flow control function for controlling transfer of 
data between the host and the printer and transfer of data between the scanner and the host using 
a plurality of logical channels, and (ii) an image data read and conversion function for reading 
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image data by the scanner without an intervention of the host, converting the image data into 
data that can be interpreted by a first interpretation section of the printer, and transmitting the 
converted data to the printer for printing a similar copy to an original image as a local copy using 
normal communication, the plurality of logical channels and the normal communication allowing 
for the data controller to respond to a plurality of requests simultaneously, and obtaining a status 
during a copying process, said data controller comprising: 

means for receiving a packet of the image data read from the scanner, transmitting packet 
data received from the host for controlling the scanner to the scanner; 

a second interpretation section having an interpretation capability similar to that of the 
first interpretation section of the printer, when the similar copy to the original image is printed as 
the local copy, said second interpretation section for inteipreting a command issued from the 
host to the printer; 

status retention means for inputting and retaining a packet indicating a-the status of the 
printer if the command is determined a status request from the host as an interpretation result of 
said second interpretation section; 

means for receiving the packet indicating the status from said status retention means and 
transmitting the packet to the host and transmitting packet data received from the host for 
controlling the printer to the printer; and 

conversion-to-command means for converting image information input from the scanner 
without the intervention of the host into a command that can be interpreted by the first 
interpretation section of the printer, 
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17. (original): A data controller according to claim 1 6, further comprising data flow 
regulation means for monitoring packet flow between the host and the printer and packet flow 
between the scanner and the host and regulating the packet data flow in response to a destination 
of each packet. 

18. (original): A data controller according to claim 16, wherein said data controller is 
connectable to a first scanner for reading a color original image and outputting YMCK binary 
image data and a second scanner for reading a color original image and outputting RGB full 
color image data. 

19. (original): A data controller according to claim 18, further comprising color 
image data conversion means for receiving the RGB full color image data from the second 
scanner and converting the image data into the YMCK binary image data. 

20. (original): A data controller according to claim 19, further comprising data flow 
regulation means for discriminating between the YMCK binary image data received from the 
first scanner and the RGB full color image data received from the second scanner, and regulating 
the image data flow so as to allow the image data intact to flow into said conversion to-command 
means if the image data is the YMCK binary image data and allow the image data to flow into 
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said conversion-to-command means through said color image data conversion means if the 
image data is the RGB full color image data, 

21 . (cancelled). 
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